Setaria digitata: identification and characterization of a hypodermally expressed SXP/RAL2 protein.
SXP-1, an immunodominant filarial protein identified from Wuchereria bancrofti from our centre and previously exploited for diagnosis of human lymphatic filariasis, has been shown to be well conserved across several filarial species. In the present study, we describe the identification of SXP protein from the cattle filarid Setaria digitata using antiserum raised against recombinant WbSXP-1, and were able to detect 34 and 66kDa proteins from the crude protein extracts of S. digitata. These reactive proteins were found to be sheath proteins localized to the hypodermal region of the parasite.